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      BOYD SHAPES HOUSE BUDGET, VOTES TO SUPPORT HONEST, RESPONSIBLE BUDGET ON HOUSE FLOOR
  
        
      WASHINGTON, D.C. - U.S. Congressman Allen Boyd (D-North Florida), a leader of the Blue Dog Coalition and a member of the House Budget Committee, today voted in support of the House Budget Resolution, touting its honest assessment of our country’s fiscal realities and also acknowledging the tough road that lies ahead to restore fiscal responsibility.  The resolution, which sets the budget blueprint for Fiscal Year 2010, brings honesty and accountability to the budget process and includes budget enforcement tools, long advocated by Congressman Boyd, to chart a path to fiscal discipline.

In order to address the issue of long-term fiscal sustainability, Congressman Boyd and his colleagues in the Blue Dog Coalition insisted that the House Budget Resolution include an iron-clad commitment to statutory pay-as-you-go rules, which if set in law would prohibit the federal government from deficit spending.  The budget also requires that any healthcare reform legislation not add to our budget deficit and includes funding for program integrity to identify waste and abuse in government spending.  Congressman Boyd, as chair of the Blue Dog Budget Task Force, also played a critical role in bringing down discretionary spending levels and ensuring that any energy-related legislation go through regular order and have bipartisan input.

“For the first time in eight years, we have a President who is shooting straight with the American people about our serious fiscal and economic challenges,” said Congressman Boyd.  “Where previous budgets had neglected to include massive and anticipated spending obligations – such as the cost of the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan and the cost of the annual patch to fix the Alternative Minimum Tax – the President’s proposal was an honest assessment of our national priorities and obligations.  While the deficit numbers may not be pretty, they are honest; these numbers didn’t get this high overnight – and they can’t be fixed overnight – but I am proud that the House Budget takes significant steps to reverse the irresponsible fiscal policies that have contributed to this unprecedented financial crisis.”

Congressman Boyd worked on the House Budget Committee to include the following key priorities in the budget resolution:
•    A commitment to pass statutory pay-as-you-go (PAYGO) in the House of Representatives 
•    Closes the gap between spending and revenues by cutting the deficit in half by 2013 
•    Limits the growth of non-security discretionary spending 
•    Does not provide reconciliation for cap-and-trade legislation and does not assume any revenues from cap-and-trade are                    dedicated to any specific policy 
•    Includes a reserve fund that requires health care reform to be deficit neutral 
•    Includes full funding for the President’s defense request for overseas military operations.
•    Funds the President’s budget request for Veterans at a $5 billion increase.

The House Budget Resolution also provides tax relief for middle income families while making strategic investments in energy independence, education and veterans’ programs.

“It will take time to put our country back on a fiscally sustainable path, but by using a budget framework that includes statutory pay-as-you-go budget discipline as a starting point, like this budget does, we can get there,” Boyd added.  “We have much more work ahead of us, and I will continue working in Congress to help chart a course to fiscal responsibility and economic growth in the long-term.”

-30-   

 1 / 1


